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EINARRATIVE

Narrative
Nestled in the picturesque hills of northern Worcester County, the Town of
Ashburnham is a quintessential New England community. The residents are
proud of the town's heritage and reputation as a vacation paradise. The
town has over 20 lakes, eight of significant size. These lakes continue to
draw vacationers and part-time residents from all parts of the Northeast.
During a summer weekend, the population balloons from 5,000 to over 10,000.
The 1980's were a time of significant growth in Ashburnham, the population
increased by approximately 40% as new residents were attracted to the
natural beauty, moderate tax rates, home values and excellent school system
of the community. In addition to its natural beauty, Ashburnham is the home
of the prestigious preparatory school, Cushing Academy, which draws its 400
students from all over the world.

(Narrative supplied by community)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

North central Massachusetts, bordered by Rindge and New Ipswich, New Hampshire,
on the north; Ashby on the east; Westminster on the south; Gardner on the
southwest; and Winchendon on the west. Ashburnham is 9 miles north of Fitchburg,
31 miles north of Worcester, 55 miles northwest of Boston, and 200 miles from
New York City.

Total Area: 41.00 sq. miles
Land Area: 38.67 sq. miles
Population: 5,433
Density: 140 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Barre Falls Dam Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 20.0°F
Normal temperature in July........ 67.2°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 421"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Ashburnham, Gardner, Ashby, Fitchburg
Regional Planning Agency

Montachusett
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Fitchburg-Leominster
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (978) 827-5733
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Town Administrator
Open Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1765

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %

Total Registered 2,899

Democrats 790 27.3 % Republicans 395 13.6 % Other parties 0 0.0 % Unenrolled Voters 1,714 59.1 %
Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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@DEMOGRAPHICS

Departme
Mitt Romr

Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Ashburnham town, Worcester County, Massachusetts

[Far information on confidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]

Subject Mumber| Persent Subject Mumber | Pement
Total population. ............ ... .. ... 5,546 100.0 [HISPAMNIC OR LATING AND RACE
Total population. . . 5,546 1000
SEX AMNDAGE Hizpanic or Lating [of anyr m;::e] g2 17
Mlake. . ..o 28497 048] Mexican. . 11 02
Femake. ... 2,720 402 F'uertoFlu::an 25 05
Cuban . 4 a4
éll:g%rge;ergrs izﬂi ?g OtherHEpannorLatlno 44 o7
1010 4 years L. LI sag| oo [MNetHspaniorlaine ... ........[ 544 cas
1610 10 years . 440 an White BONE. . oo 5,350 Q55
20t 2AYESArs L 224 42 |RELATIONSHIP
250 Byears . &7 0.4 Total population. .. ... 5,546 100.0
Wte Myears . 1135 205 Nin househelds. ... 5528 Qg9rF
date Bdyears . 927 187 | Heouseholder. . ... 1,020 248
Bt BOYEars ... 261 47 Spouse | 1208 o009
SO SdYSars .. 172 R Chid 1:922 247
R TAYSars ... 284 51 anch"dundeﬁgyeam 1512 a7 n
75 10 B4 years . 72 211 Other relaties . 177 az
86 years and over . 28 o Under 18 yaars . oo &4 1z
Medbanagetg.rears]........................... ara r | Menrelktives o 212 28
Llnmarned panner 120 22
1Byearzandover. .. ... . 2940 1.0 0 greup quarters . . 18 04
Male. ... 1,953 a4 |n3t|‘[|_|t|ma||zed|:op_||aty_‘;.n i7 04
Female. . ... ... 1977 G [\bmnsmutbnalzedmpulatbn 1 -
2lyearzandover. .. ... ... ATAr ST
E2yearsandover. .. ... Gen 1085 |HOUSEHOLD BY TYPE
Evearsand ovelr ... ... 492 &9 Total households. . 1,924 1000
Male. ... 221 4.0 Fammrhou@ehoijgifafmhe@] 1541 704
Femake. . ... .. .. 27 44 W[[hownch|ijrenun|jer15'5reafg o4 420
lamied-couple fanmily .. S 1,288 [551)
RACE With swn chidren under 16 years e (= %) 430
O race 5,421 98.8 | Femak housshokder, neo husband present. .. 170 0.3
W hite . 5415 q7.F With cawn chidren under 18 years .. ... ... 114 50
Black or Afrisan Amerian 12 0.2 |Monfamily houssholds . aon 204
amerian Indian and Alaska, Mative. 2 - Househelder lving alone | o 155
Aian 24 05 Householer 65 years and cver. 104 5.4
Astanlndban 4 oA
Chlne@e g 0.2 |Households with indiidualzs under 18 years . 853 442
Filipine ..o 2 - |Heuszheds with individualz S5 years and cuer . 229 175
ﬁﬂnﬁ ‘3 g:: Average household sEe . 287 1=
Vietnamess u o1 Average family sEe. ..o 220 (4]
Other Asian ' . 7 A
Native Hawaiian and Other Papifiz Isiander. .. - - Hoggtlgifugfngpﬁnﬁ...................... 2,204 1000
gatme I-Lauwaumn(::h e - - |oecupied housing units . 1,929 a7k
Eauamaman or Chamoro. B " |vacant housing unitz. 275 125
Otl'l;gﬁasrfblslanderzm”mm”mm : : For seasonal, recreatbnalor
Seme other mee ..o 17 ) Dnaluse 20 94
T OF MO RAGES .. ..o e e e = 1.2 |Homeowner vasansy @ie (pement). . ... ... ... . 1.0 1)
Rental e LA PR 1.8 e
Foaca alama o It camb;n-aﬁm With arra ental vacancy rae fparcent) ()
o Mora offiar racas:
HOUSING TEMURE
‘S’gﬁ"i ; 5-4*3; gg-g Occupied housing units ... 1,929 1000
Amenglflgg?amirgglﬁgkaNam}é o5 0'5 Cwnercosupied housingunits ... L 1,714 Leq
amian R a4 0:5 Rentercoupied heusing unitz ... L 215 114
Mative Hawaian and Other Pacific Islander. .. ... - - |Average housshod size of cwner-oupied units. 2.9z )
Someother Bee . ... . ar 07 | average househol sEe of enteromsupied units 2.42 1)

- Bepresants zero of rounds to Zaro.

) Mot applicable,

T Cher Azian alons, of T of Moz Azian categories.
Z Cther Pacific lslander alone, of e of moeke Mative Hawaiian and Cther Pacific lslander categories.
# In combination with one of mone of the other races listed. The si< numbes may add o mone than the total population and the six peroentages
may add to more than 100 pereent because individuals may report more than one @ee.
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#HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (prCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 0
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 0
Federal (Section 8): 0
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E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

The principal highway is State Route 2, the old Mohawk Trail, which runs
across northern Massachusetts. State Route 140 and Interstate 190 connect
the region to Worcester. The Springfield Terminal Railway line (the former
Boston and Maine Railroad) parallels Route 2 and provides access to the
network of intermodal facilities serving central and eastern Massachusetts.

Major Highways
Principal highways are State Route 12, which runs from Fitchburg into New
Hampshire; State Route 101; and State Route 119.

Rail
Frieght rail service is available from the Springfield Terminal Railway.
Contact number: (978) 663-1073.

Bus

Ashburnham is a member of the Montachusett Regional Transit Authority
(MRTA), which provides paratransit services for the elderly and disabled
through the Council on Aging.

Other

The Fitchburg Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility, is
easily accessible. It has 2 asphalt runways 4,511' and 3,502' long.
Instrument approaches available: Non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

Naukeag Hospital Corporation

Long Term Care
None
Hospices
None
Rest Homes

Ashburnham Rest Home, Inc.
Sunnyvale Rest Home

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source of information
is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality were incorporated to correct
and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, no changes were made to those data bases
which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the
COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the
information contained in this document.
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